
Avid Powers Middlesex 
University’s Media Facilities
Integrated Solutions and Service  
Key to the Partnership

Danny Hollingsworth is Newsroom and Post Production Supervisor at 
Middlesex University. A former Middlesex student with a background in 
post production, he is heavily involved in the management and 
planning of the film and broadcast facilities there.

It’s a particularly key role since the University, based across several campuses 
in North London, has centralised its decade-old TV and film degree courses 
at a purpose-built facility in Hendon. In addition to shorter summer courses, 
it offers BA Honours degrees in Film and Television Production.

Students, mainly straight out of school and college, have access to state of 
the art production and post facilities, dominated by Avid solutions. Two TV 
and one Newsroom studio with ingest/playout and media management 
are hosted on an internal private Avid network, which also supports 
thirteen Media Composer suites. 

“The network consists of two ISIS 5000 shared media storage systems, two 
AirSpeed Multi Streams and one Classic AirSpeed, Avid Interplay, Avid iNEWS 
Command, Avid Deko 500 and Avid iNEWS systems,” explains Hollingsworth. 
“We also have two Avid Pro Tools® HD suites with C|24™ desks, a number of 
floating Pro Tools licenses and eight Avid NewsCutters in our TV Newsroom.”

Hollingsworth continues: “We’ve got a long history with Avid. When the degree 
course was initially set up at the Trent Park campus, it was decided to use 
Media Composer. The aim was to replicate what was happening at the top end 
of industry at the time and it made sense to go with Avid. Over a period of time 
a TV studio was built, and a very small, very basic newsroom.” 
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‘‘We’ve got  
a long history  
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’’

Customer Story

treefrog_b
Sticky Note
Marked set by treefrog_b

treefrog_b
Sticky Note
Marked set by treefrog_b

treefrog_b
Sticky Note
Marked set by treefrog_b



© 2013 Avid Technology, Inc. All rights reserved. Product features, specifications, system requirements, and availability are subject to change without notice.  
 

Avid, the Avid logo, AirSpeed, C|24, Deko, iNEWS, Interplay, ISIS, Media Composer, NewsCutter, and  Pro Tools are either registered trademarks or trademarks of 
Avid Technology, Inc. or its subsidiaries in the United States and/or other countries. All other trademarks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

“When it came to planning the move to Hendon, we didn’t 
just want a studio, some edits and a newsroom; we wanted 
to build a facility. We wanted it to be interconnected, make 
it core to our ingest and playout and have the ability to 
scale up as we grow.”

As well as its long-standing Avid contacts, the Middlesex 
team met with a lot of different companies when seeking 
to equip the new facility, but were wary of handpicking a 
variety of products from various vendors.

“You have to be sure it can all talk to each other and work 
together,” says Hollingsworth. “Integration was Avid’s big 
selling point. They seemed to offer all we needed in one 
solution across the board. We were also used to working with 
them, so they just ticked all the boxes.”

The main move to Hendon was able to take place over a 
summer term break, with Sony providing cameras, vision 
mixing and systems integration for the studio; Avid provided 
the rest of the kit and built the network. 

“We worked very closely with a number of people at Avid 
when designing and purchasing a lot of our equipment,” 
says Hollingsworth. “Our Media Composers were bought 
through the reseller Jigsaw.”

“The process was understandably quite a big task,” adds 
Hollingsworth. “We completely redesigned our facilities 
from the ground up, moving from originally eight stand-alone 
Media Composers at our old facility to building three new 
studios with a large amount of Avid gear at its core. We 
have always been able to talk to the team at Avid and they 
are always available should we need them.”  

Now it is all up and running, the TV studios alone are 
being used three or four times a week, according to 
Hollingsworth. “There’s maybe two or three VTs, just for the 
TV studio,” he adds. “You’ve got the film and documentary 
stuff too, so we’re probably working with over a hundred 
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Media Composer projects over the year. The Newsroom 
makes several programs a week. It’s quite a large amount.”

The Avid ISIS and Interplay systems have made remarkable 
difference. “Just being able to move stuff around is great. 
Previously we would assign a student to a suite and they 
were ‘locked’ there, which wasn’t always ideal, especially if 
something went wrong with the machine. 

According to Hollingsworth, having a contingency plan is 
also a key benefit. He adds, “If there’s one machine being 
temperamental, the student can just move to the next 
suite and pick up their project and keep working. It’s also 
great being able to move from Media Composer to Pro Tools 
without having to have the media on a drive. It has really 
improved the speed of teaching.”

“This generation of students have come from a background 
of wanting things quickly, not having to wait,” adds 
Hollingsworth. “Being able to move projects around quickly, 
share it and have control and management of their media is 
really powerful, especially when they get to their third year 
when they’ve got big projects going on.”

Middlesex’s film and TV team aren’t resting after the 
big move, with major upgrades being planned for this 
summer. “In an ideal world, we’d like to implement some 
Cloud-based networking, particularly as we’re part of an 
international university,” says Hollingsworth. 

And although nothing is set in stone yet, his team is 
talking to broadcasters and others on ways Middlesex 
can help the industry evolve. “When we started 
we wanted to replicate what was out there,” says 
Hollingsworth. “Now we have this facility our attitude is 
changing. We’re not just being reactive any more, we’re 
trying to push the industry as well, perhaps by providing 
a facility for research and development.”




